
YOUR FIRST MENDMENT RIGHTS
and what to do about them



We’re here to help.
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The First    mendment

What is speech?

Speech does not include

“Congress shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech[.]”



Know your 
campus.
Know your 
grounds.
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Traditional Public Forums

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Designated Public Forums

Nonpublic Forums

•

•



Red Flags
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Red Flags
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When your school restricts speech

Never OK:

Almost 
Never OK: 
content-based 
discrimination
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it usually takes one of three forms:

viewpoint-based 
discrimination



Sometimes OK: 
content-neutral 
restrictions

|  7



Scenario: You aren’t sure what your
school policy says or where to find it.

The Real World
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Getting Started 

Scenario: Your university denies funding to your group because it does
not want other students to think it supports your ideas.

•

•

•

•

•



Scenario: Your student group can’t find a professor who is willing to be
your advisor.

Scenario: Your college requires your student organization to allow
anyone to become a member.

Scenario: Your college refuses to recognize your group as a registered
student organization.

•

•

•
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•

•

•

•
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Scenario: Your college prohibits
political speech.

•

•

The Real World

Scenario: Your school says you must stand within a speech zone.

Getting Out There

•

•

•
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Scenario: Your student government passes resolutions that appear to
infringe on your rights.

Scenario: Your school has a policy that prohibits offensive language or
conduct.

Scenario: Your school requires you to get approval before publishing
materials, hosting an event, or using a speech zone.
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•

•

•

•

•

•
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The Real World

Scenario: Administrators force you to delete a social media post
because someone thought it was harmful or threatening.

Scenario: Your college investigates
you for a “bias incident.”

•

•
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•

•

Facing Discipline





CONTACT US

SOUTHEASTERN LEGAL FOUNDATION

SLFliberty.org


